
Letter to the Editor

J Chin Med Assoc

584� www.ejcma.org

*Address Correspondence. Dr. Peng-Hui Wang, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Taipei Veterans General Hospital, 201, Section 2, Shi-Pai Road, 
Taipei 112, Taiwan, ROC. E-mail address: phwang@vghtpe.gov.tw (P.-H. Wang).

Conflicts of interest: The authors declare that they have no conflicts of interest 
related to the subject matter or materials discussed in this article.

Journal of Chinese Medical Association. (2020) 83: 584.

Received January 23, 2020; accepted January 23, 2020.

doi: 10.1097/JCMA.0000000000000268.
Copyright © 2020, the Chinese Medical Association. This is an open access 
article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-nd/4.0/)

Predictors in major burn patients
Na-Rong Leea,b, Wen-Hsun Changa,b, Peng-Hui Wanga,c,d,e,*

aDepartment of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC; bDepartment of Nursing, Taipei 
Veterans General Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC; cDepartment of Obstetrics and Gynecology, National Yang-Ming University, Taipei, 
Taiwan, ROC; dInstitute of Clinical Medicine, National Yang-Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC; eDepartment of Medical Research, 
China Medical University Hospital, Taichung, Taiwan, ROC

DEAR EDITOR,

We read the Chen and colleagues’ article published in the recent 
issue of the Journal of the Chinese Medical Association with 
interest. The author tried to evaluate the value of albumin sup-
plementation on major burn patients.1 The author found the 
administration of a large amount of albumin supplementation 
for correction of prolonged hypoalbuminemia in major burn 
patients might not decrease the mortality rate significantly.1 
Since burns are the fourth most common type of trauma, con-
tributing to biggest psychosomatic and economic burden, any 
therapeutic strategy will be welcome.2–5 We congratulate the 
success of the authors’ publication, but we have some confu-
sions about the current publication and hope to see the answers 
provided by authors.

At first, the authors claimed that ratio of C-reactive protein 
and albumin (CRP/Alb) might be valuable in the prediction of 
the mortality in major burn patients.1 However, the authors 
failed to clearly demonstrate “the time” of the data. Were the 
data obtained in the initial time (day 0, the resuscitation phase) 
or in the post-resuscitation phase (day 7) of the major burn 
patients? If the data were obtained from the initial status of 
these patients, it is reasonable to support the finding by authors: 
a large amount of albumin supplementation might not improve 
the outcome of major burn patients, because a large amount of 
albumin supplementation might significantly lower the ratio of 
CRP and albumin (CRP/Alb).

Second, since the authors used the “receiver operating char-
acteristic” curve of CRP/Alb in the prediction of the mortality of 
major burn patients, could the authors use the same strategy to 
propose the cut-off value of serum albumin or serum CRP value 
even in the initial state or post-resuscitation state of these major 
burn patients?

Third, it is interesting to know what is the difference between 
day 7 and week 1 which has been shown in Table 3 of Ref. 1.

Lastly, it is interesting to find the value of CRP in the ini-
tial time seemed to be relatively low (mean 3.56, 3.44, 1.71, 
or 1.12 mg/dL) but relatively higher in the post-resuscitation 
phase (mean 18.65 or 12.61 mg/dL). By contrast, serum level 
of albumin seemed to be relatively similar in patients regard-
less of a large amount of albumin supplementation was given 
or not. Are they useful in the prediction of the mortality in 
these major burn patients?

The above-mentioned questions do not criticize the scientific 
value of the authors’ contribution, and we are looking forward 
to learning the authors’ kind response.
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