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PROLOGUE

I 4 sport ke this—hard work, not much glory, but tll
popular in every century —well there must be some beauty
which ordinary men .

tsee, but extraondinary men do.

George Yeoman Pocock

s book was born on a cold, drizaly, lte spring day when |

pasture and made my way through wet woods (o the modest frame
house where Joe Rantz ly dying

1 knew only two things sbout Joe when [ knocked o
Judy's door that day. | knew that in his midseventies he b
handedly hauled a number of cedar logs down a mountal
split the rails and cut the posts and installed all 2,224 I
pasture fence | had just climbed over—a task so herculean | shake my
head in wonderment whenever | think about it, And | knew that he had
been one of nine young men from the state of Washington—farm boys,
fishermen, and loggers—who shocked both the rowing world and Adolf
Hitler by winning the gold medal in cight-oared rowing at the 1936
Olympics.

When Judy opened the door and ushered me into her cory living
room, Joe was stretched out in a recliner with his feet up, all six foot
three of him. He was wearing a gray sweat suit and bright red, down
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A e presidet was i the Whie House, Prasklia Delano
that most upbeat tic of

pn\uﬁcnh. Teddy Roosevelt. FDR had come into office brimming with
optimism and trampeting a raft of slogans and programs. But Herbert
Hoover had come in spouting equal optimism, buoyantly predicting
that 3 day would soon come when poverty would be washed out of
American life forever. “Ours is a land rich in resources; stimulating in
its glorious beauty: illed with millions of happy hon
comfort and opportunity” Hoover had said at his inaugural, before
adding words that would soon prove particularly fronic: “In no nation
are the fruits of accomplishment more securs

At any rate, it was hard to know what to make of the new Pr
Roosevelt. As he began putting programs into place over the
rising chorus of hostle voices had begun to call him a radical, &
socialist, even a Bolshevik. It wa
were, few Americans wanted b

a reputat
that meant
despite the Treaty of Versailles

and one had to wonder whether the horrors of
the Great War were alout to be replayed. It seemed unlikely, but the
possibility hung there. a persistent and troubling cloud.

The day before, October 8, 1933, the American Weekly, a Sunday
supplement in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer and dozens of other
American newspapers. had run a single-frame, half- page cartoon, one
in a series titled City Shadows. Dark, drawn in charcoal, chiaroscuro in
style, it depicted a man in a derby sitting dejectedly on o sidewalk
candy stand with his wife, behind him, dressed in rags and his son,
beside him, holding some newspapers. The caption read “Ah donit give
up, Pop. Maybe ya dida't make a sale all week, but it aint as if 1 didn't
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1. The History of the London Water Industry,
1580-1820

By: Tomory, Leslie. Baltimore : Johns Hopkins

BisTORY

University Press. 2017. eBook. [T
Beginning in 1580, a number of competing I "
London companies sold water directly to T

consumers through a large network of wooden
mains in the expanding metropolis. This new
water industry flourished ...
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